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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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“LAY HOLD ON _ 


ETERNAL LIFE" 


By BEV. CHARLES E. FULLER, D.D. 
Los Angeles, California 


a 


———————D> 


(Sermon preached over Old Fashioned Revival Hour broadcast Feb- 
ruary 28, 1948. Mechanically recorded for THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD.) 


Turn with me to the sixth chapter of First Timothy. 
Please bear in mind that this epistle to First Timothy was 
written in order to tell the members of the church how to 
behave, as members in Christ’s body. Paul, through Timo- 
thy, is warning us about the inroads of false teaching; show- 
ing us how to conduct a church; teaching us how to take 
care of widows in the church—in other words, how to be- 
have as good members of the body of Christ. 


“If any man teach otherwise, 
and consent not to wholesome 


words, even the words of our Lord |. 


Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine 
which is according to godliness; 
He is proud, knowing nothing, but 
doting about questions and strifes 
of words, whereof cometh envy, 
strife, railings, evil surmisings, 
Perverse disputings of men of 
corrupt minds, and destitute of 
the truth, supposing that gain is 
godliness: from such withdraw 


thyself. But godliness with con- 
tentment is great gain. For we 
brought nothing into this world, 
and it is certain we can carry 
nothing out.” 


How true! “Mr. So and So 
who died a few days ago left a 
million dollars.” Why didn’t he 
use it for the Lord’s work? 

“And having food and raiment 
let us be therewith content. But 
they that will be rich fall into 
temptation, and a snare, and into 
many foolish and hurtful lusts, 
which drown men in desruction 
and perdition. For the love of 
money is the root of all evil: 
which while some coveted after, 
they have erred from the faith, 
and pierced themselves through 
with many sorrows. But thou, 
© man of God, flee these things; 


and follow after righteousness, 
godliness, faith, love, patience, 
meekness. Fight the good fight 


of faith, lay hold on eternal life, 
whereunto thou art also called, 
and hast professed a good profes- 
sion before many witnesses.”— 
I Tim. 6:3-12. 

“Fight the good fight of faith, 
lay hold on eternal life.” Paul 
was very anxious about Timothy, 
his son in the faith. He loved 
him. Even though he had much 
confidence in Timothy, yet the: 
Holy Spirit knew that preaching 
the gospel was such a high, such 
@ responsible undertaking, that 
Timothy needed to be put in re- 
membrance of his sacred trust. 
Hence Paul’s exhortation to Tim- 
othy to be steadfast, to fight the 


good fight of faith, to lay hold 
on eternal life. 

Eternal Things Infinitely 
More Important Than - 
Temporal 

These words, *....lay hold on 
eternal life,” are very pertinent. 
It seems as though the whole 


Rev. C, A. Cooper 


chapter centers around = these 
words. The preceding verses form 
sort of a preface to this text. In 
those verses it seems that we 
have three classes of people who 
existed in Ephesus at the time 
this epistle was written, And 
they exist today. 


Some of the believers in Ephe- 
Sus were taken up entirely* with 
(Continued on Page 3) 


THE WONDERS OF 


OUR CHRISTIAN FAITH- 


By REV. LYN CLAYBROOK, M.A., Th.M. 
Pastor First Baptist Church, Lewisburg, Tennessee 


“Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: 
God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of 
angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into glory.”—I Tim. 3:16. 


This is truly one of the most 
sublime statements to be found 
in the Bible. To read it intelli- 
gently has the same _ effect 
upon one’s spirit as looking at a 
gorgeous landscape. 
of all that is divine. In the origi- 
nal Greek it is poetic in form and 
is thought by many Biblical schol- 
ars to be a verse of song sung 
by early Christians in their wor- 
ship. Mrs. Montgomery, in her 
“Centenary Translation” of the 
New Testament, has impressively 
preserved for her readers this 
poetic form: 


God, in flesh; was manifested, 
In the spirit was attested; 

By the angels was beholden; 
Among the Gentiles was her- 
alded; 

In the world believed upon; 

And into glory taken up. 


Secular history has preserved 
for us a letter, written by Pliny, 
Governor of Bythynia, to the Ro- 
man Emperor Trajan, in which he 
inquired of him how he should 
proceed against the Christians, 
whose worship Rome had already 
outlawed and whose beliefs were 
held to be superstition. In this 
letter he tells the emperor that 
the Christians were accustomed 
to meet together on a fixed day 
of each week, in the morning, 
and that they always sang a 
“Hymn of praise to Christ as 
God.” Furthermore, that in these 
meetings they took vows not to 
rob or steal, nor to lie or com- 
mit adultery. We cannot say for 
certain, but it is entirely possible 
that this text is a part of one of 
the hymns that Pliny. and his 
spies used to hear the Christians 
sing in their services of worship 
on the Lord’s day. We can imag- 
ine they sang it with great fer- 
vor and overflowing joy. To 
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Rev. Lyn Claybrook 


them it had in it all that the 
human heart’ yearns for to give 
it direction and assurance. Its 
content is the very foundation 
stones of the Christian religion. 

The reader’s attention is di- 
rected to this word “mystery.” 
To us this word means “that 
which is not known.” It speaks 
to us of “that which is inscrut- 
able, beyond our knowledge.” But 
this is not the meaning of the 
word Paul uses here. It is the 
translation of the Greek word 
“Mustarion,” whichis defined as 
“a secret known only to the initi- 
ated.” It refers here to the 
things “of the Spirit,” which the 
“natural man” does not and can- 
not know (I Cor. 2:14). It refers 
to “these things” which Jesus 
thanked His Father “were hidden 
from the wise and prudent, and 
revealed unto babes” (Luke 10: 
21). It is the same word that 
is used in the following passages: 
‘Unto you it is given to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of God, 
but unto them it is not given’ 
(Luke 8:10); “The mystery of 

(Continued on Page 3) 


“The 


Freedom Train” 


By EVANGELIST C. A. COOPER 


Director, World-Wide Monthly Tract Club, P. O. Box 1, 
Spokane, Washington 


established by righteousness.” 


motion, adding, “I have lived 


affairs of men. 


at Valley Forge. 


“Righteousness exalteth a nation.”—Proverbs 14:34. 


Beset as our beloved land is with “isms,” “osophies” 
and “‘ologies” so utterly foreign to our basic way of life, it is 
high time every patriotic citizen be aroused to the need of a 
national spiritual awakening as the greatest safeguard to our 
future security. During the past century and a half, godly 
leaders have, without exception, proved that “the throne is 


Explain the rise of our nation to such prominence among 
the family of nations while so young. Is it not traceable to 
the righteousness of its Founding Fathers and their succes- 
sors? In all our efforts to preserve democracy from the in- 
roads of foreign ideologies from without or from cancerous 
evils within, it is well to remember that it was from the soil 
of religion that democracy sprang. Regard for God, prayer 
and the Bible formed the bulwark of defense in the past, and 
only a return to these can in these dangerous days guarantee, 
or even justify our continuation. 


Our Pilgrim Fathers prayed at Plymouth Rock. The 
right to worship God was their sole actuating motive for 
colonizing the new world. Later when framing “the greatest 
document ever struck off by human hand,” the Constitution, 
our forbears held a daily prayer meeting by joint resolution: 
At the convention in Philadelphia, Ben Franklin made the 


a long time and the longer I 


live the more convincing proof I see that God.governs in the 


Without His concurring aid we shall pro- 
Leeed no better than the builders of Babel.” 

Prayer was the very foundation stone in the nation’s 
building. Picture George Washington kneeling in the snow 
Observe President James Madison during 
the crises days of his administration proclaiming “the third 
Thursday of August as a day of acknowledging the trans- 
(Continued on Page 5) 


A Photograph 
of the Other Side 
of the Grave 


By REV. R. S. BEAL, D.D. 
Pastor First Baptist Church, Tucson, Arizona 


to read this portion of divine 


it into the sermon, 


Every one now knows the value 
of aerial photography. The win- 
ning of the war was due largely to 
the information which was secured 
as a result of taking pictures 
from lofty positions. Many re- 
markable ‘things have been dis- 
covered simply because this type 
of photography revealed them, 
otherwise they would not have 
been noticed. The position and 
plan.of ancient cities have been 
revealed in amazing fashion. 


God has given to us a photo 
graph of the other side of the 
grave in a story which fell from 
the lips of the Lord Jesus Christ 
during His earthly ministry. The 
incident is about two certain men 
who had lived upon the earth and 
finally had gone “the way of all 
the earth,” which is to death and 
to the grave. It will be our 
object in this message to examine 
the- details of this photograph, 
and discover what is to be found 
after the experience called death. 


We must ever keep in ming that 
death is a tremendous reality. It 
is the most common, yet the 
strangest and most mystifying of 
all experiences. How often the 
heart has yearned for some 


definite word concerning it! We 


The picture to which I am going to call your attention 
is set before us in the sixteenth chapter of Luke, verses 19 
to 31. I shall not take occasion at the outset of this message 


revelation, but as I proceed I 


shall call your attention to the Scripture before us and weave 


have said so often, “Oh, if one 
would only rise from the dead 
and tell us what it is like on the 
Other side.” The passage with 
which I am dealing has a fine 
answer to such a yearning. 


“Abraham saith unto him, They 
have Moses and the prophets; let 
(Continued on Page 5) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, March 19, 1948 


Write Us 


a Letter! 


the Lord Workers and Office, Free New Catalog of 
Sword Books and Others to All Who Write Us for Them 


During April. 


2. Best Letters Printed Bach Week. $2 Worth of Books or 
Subscriptions for Letters Printed Telling of Souls Saved, 
Revivals Started, Obristians Blessed Through THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD or Other Sword Literature. 


3. Special Offers; Free Picture of the Hditor if Requested 
With $1 Purchase or More; Beautiful $1.35 Wall Plaque 


With $5 Orders. 


We want you to write us in April. 


We have set that 


month as a special letter month, and we want to ‘hear from 


all the people who have been 


blessed by THE SWORD OF 


THE LORD, all who have been helped ‘to pray by the book 
on Prayer, all who have used the little booklet, “What Must 
I Do to Be Saved ?” ‘to win souls, all who have been comforted 


m bereavement by the book, Bible Facts About Heaven. 


want to hear from those who 


hear from those who are praying for ‘us. 


We 
have complaints. We want to 
We want letters 


sending subscriptions to THE SWORD OF THE LORD or 


ordering books. 
ing the month of April. 


These letters will help us make 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD a 
better soul-winning and revival 
magazine. They will help us ‘to 
know what good the work is 
doing. And many of these letters, 
too, will be so interesting that 
teaders of THE SWORD OR THE 
LORD will want to have them 
published. So we are asking you 
now ‘to make up your mind ‘to 
write us a letter in the month of 
April. 


Some Encouragements to 
. Write! 


We want to encourage you to 
write. With that in mind, we 
have prepared severa] things that 
we want to send free to every- 
body who asks for them. 

First, we are preparing a 
lovely and most comforting 
to be sent absolutely 
free ‘to ‘everyone who asks for it. 
Full announcement will be made 
next week about that. Second, 
we are ‘preparing a brochure, with 
pictures and descriptions of The 
Sword of the Lord workers and 
our offices. We want you to get 
acquainted with these workers. 


be YOUR 


@ Al ehanges of address and renew- 
als should be sent in at least one 
month in advance, 


@ All such maneee should be reported 

— SWORD OF THE 

LORD, Ww, Wesley St, 

Wheaton, Tiinsis, rather than 
through your icea) post office, 


@ Both of and sew addresses should 
be Included when notifying us of a 
ehange, 

Subseriptions 

° NEW or REN 
scription coupon, 


@ Your NAME and ADDRESS should 
be primted or typed carefully ex- 
our «ad- 


should be marked 
BWAL om the sub- 


Re 
THE SWORD OF THE ‘LORD 


‘second-class ‘matter dt the 
post office at Dixon, Illinois, under the 
Maren 3. 18h. | 


eorrespond : 
tive offices, 214 West Wesley 8St., Whea- 
ton, Illinois. 


EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


D.D,, LITT,D. 

EDITOR AND PUBLISHER 
Subscription price $2.00 one year; 
$5.00 ‘three years. Canada and 
foreign countries, $2.50 a year. 
$6.50 for three years, 


In other words, we want 15,000 letters dur- 


There are about thirty-five of 
them. Some of them ‘have worked 
with us for many years. All are 
devoted Christians. It is a 
thrilling story how God has 
brought them from many states 
to work for The Sword of the 
Lord. You will ‘be interested in 
seeing The Sword of the Lord 
‘building, the ‘editor's office, and 
learning about many details of 
‘this work of getting out ‘the :gos- 
pel, with a payroll of about $1/000 
a week. This brochure will ‘be 
sent free on request to all who 
write. Third) we are preparing 
a new catalog of books published 
by Sword of the Lord, plaques and 
other good books from other pub- 
lishers. This catalog will be ready 
in a few days and will be sent ‘to 
all who wish it. We are trying to 
encourage you to ‘write, 


During this time of letter 
month, we have prepared a num- 
ber of special bargains to n- 
courage you to write us. First, 
the editor's picture, 5 x 7 inches, 
with autograph, will be sent free 
with orders of $1 or more, if it 
is requested. Some would like to 
have a picture of the editor, to be 
reminded to pray for him in his 
revival campaigns and in the work 
of getting out the gospel in print. 
He is not much to look at, but if 
there are those who love him and 
wish to pray for him, my workers 
have insisted that they -should 
have a chance to have it. Miss 
Viola Walden, the editor’s secre- 
tary, says she will be mentioning 
‘this ‘picture in THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. 


For those who send orders for 
$5 or more, we will give our 
beautiful plaque, with the text: 
“For I the Lord thy God will 
hold thy right hand, saying unto 
thee, Fear not: I will help thee” 
(Isa, 14:13). 
thing, almost unbreakable, 
delicate colors, hand painted, ‘to ‘be 


home. The plaque hag ‘sold ‘for 
$1.75 and we are now offering it 
for $1.35. But it will be 
absolutely free to those who write 
in April, with orders for books or 
subscriptions of $5 or more. 

We are also making a special 
offer on one of our most lovely 
gift books. The large book of 


Treasures, is filled with the most 
popular and heart-moving articles, 
stories, sermons and testimonies 
ever ,vinted in THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD, by famous authors 
living and dead. There are really 
Classic gems of literature from 
S. D. Gordon, from “The Little 
Giant,” Clinton N. Howard, by 
R. A: Torrey, Bob Jones, Hyman 
Appelman, Oswald J. Smith, Sam 
Morris, Dyson Hague, and many 
others. This great book is really 
a book of treasures. It took the 
editor some twelve or thirteen 
years to compile it, picking out 
the very, very best material from 
every source for use in THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. This 
is the very Cream of it all. And 


now, insteag of the regular price, 


$2.50, you may have a copy or as 
many as you want, at $1.95 post- 
paid. 

This book is so good that we 
published 10,000 copies. We are 


janxious to have it bless every 


This is a beautiful |} 
with /| 


‘home. The wonderful article, “My |. 
| infidelity ang What Became of 

| It,” by the late B. H. Carroll, is 
| worth more than ‘the price of ‘the 


L. Free Booklet, Free Brochure With Pictures of Sword of 


book. The first chapter, “Pearls 
of Paradise,” by Clinton N. How- 
ard, will exalt your soul. It is 
worth more than ‘the price of ‘the 
book. The wonderful “Finnish 
Gold Story,” by ‘the late S. D. 
Gordon, who wrote The Quiet 
Talk series of books, is one of the 
best things in print. We are 
offering this book at a special 
rate because we want to get 
letters and we want to get it out. 


The Best Letters Will Be 
Published 


Would you like to have your 
létter published ‘in THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD? Then write us 
of some soul saved through ‘our 
literature, some revival started, 
some Christian or Ohristians 
blessed. Or tell why you like THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, or why 
some book we publish is a great 
blessing. The very ‘best of these 
letters will be published ‘each 
week. AND FOR EVERY LET- 
TDR GOOD ENOUGH FOR PUB- 
LICATION AND FPRINTHD IN 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD ON 
THESE MATTERS, RECHIVED 
DURING THE MONTH OF 
APRIL, WE WILL GIVE §2 
WORTH OF BOOKS OR SUB- 
SORIPTIONS AS YOU LIKE! 

Here is a chance to do geod, 
a chance ‘to have part im ‘the great 
work of getting out the gospel, 
a chance to add your inspiration 


ang help. So write your tetter. 
Get ready now. 
We are praying for 15,000 


letters. They will come from all 
over the world — America and 
many foreign ‘countries. ‘Sureby ‘to 
please the Lord, and out of 
gratitude and in brotherby love, 
or Ohiy to ‘tell us that you are 
praying for us, you will write to 
us. 

Address your letters to The 
Sword of the Lord, 214 West 
Wesley Street, Wheaton, Tilinois. 


$2500 FOR YOU... 

Sell 50 boxes of cards. ) 

Send for samples— 
Also Bibles, Etc. 

GLADWAY CARD & BIBLE | 

HOUSE , 

Royal Oak, Mich. | 


Public Speaking, Authorship, and How 
to Sell Your Work. Personal ‘help, 50/000 
words, ten lessons, only $3.00, Ideal for 
Pastors, Christians, Teachers, and Stu- 
dents, 43 Years Mxuperienece, One Free hes- 
son for 1@c in stamps, Al Rieh, Lock Box 
628, Menterey, California, 


GOSPEL TENTS 
Canvas swe oee-co Tabernacles 


METAL SEAT ENDS 


Saitth Mtg. Oo., Dalton, Ga. 
Over 50 Years in ‘Business 


eet 1 rd 


a comfort ‘to every Christian, and } 
‘to mark your ‘home as @ ‘Christian | 


sent | 


“You May Buy With Contidence 


352 pages, The Sword Book of } 


LENDING LIBRARY 


Evangelical Christian books are loan- 
ed for a ‘period of four weeks on the 


sample ‘copy of the OHRISTIA'N 
READER'S REVIEW. 


OHRISTIAN READER'S LIBRARY 
Veedersburg, Ind. 


Free to soul winners. Send for Samples. 1 


Your fellowship in tnis ministry invited 
through op gel gifts and we work. 
BIBLE T os ASSOCIATION 

Oarloek, eg BL 


Send for free toda 

ing, It will be a revelation to ‘you. 
Also ‘free book 

olutionary lifetime. 
MIRACLE SOUND PROJECTOR 


cloek; meeds no olling; has no ‘belts; 
‘needs no servicing; troubile-proof, 


Cc. ©. BAPTISTA FILMS 


Sunnyside Avenue, Wheaton, ll, 


let deseribing the vor © 


that does not wear out; quiet as a | 
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A recent survey made by the 
president of the Alumni Asso- 
ciation of Bob Jones University 
reveals that graduates of the 
university are located in forty- 
five states and fourteen foreign 
countries. This means that the 
institution, of which I happen 
to be the founder and my son 
the president, has in many 
parts of the world intelligent, 
well-tramed, orthodox Christian 
leaders im the various walks of 
life who are giving the same 
orthodox testimony in their in- 
dividual spheres of life which 
Bob Jones University is giving 
at the home base. Remember 
that in addition to the alumni 
who have gone out, there are 
many students who came to 
this orthodox and fervently 
evangelistic imstitution as long 
as one year or two years or 
even three years but did not 
graduate. In the early days of 
the school when ‘the field of the 
institution was more limited 
than it is now, we often advised 
our students who had been with 
us two or three years to gO to 
certain other institutions and 
take special technical courses 
that we did not emphasize so 
strongly im our imstitution. 
Some of the most wonderful 
leafers who have gone out 
from Bob Jones University got 
their Christian inspiration in 
the institution; but since they 


really alumni. A few days ago 
I talked to a young lady who 


Jones University for one year. 


she was in the institution. She 
paid the money she borrowed 
out of a salary of thirteen dol- 
lars a week. She is now a 
real business Woman, drawing 
a salary of three hundred dol- 
lars a month: and she is a 
lovely, cultured, Christian 
woman and is giving a won- 
derful Christian testimony. 
“Dr. Jones,” this lady said ‘a 
few days ago, “‘the longer I am 
in the business world and the 
more I see of the world, the 
more I realize that I am what 
I am because I had a year in 
Bob Jones University. I owe 
what little success I have had 
to the Christian philosophy of 
life which was drilled into us 
the one short year I was there.” 

My friends, you know that 
Bob Jones University is pro- 
ducing wonderful results for 
God. But none of us will ever 
know this side of Heaven ail 
that has really been accom- 
plished in the institution since 
it was founded twenty-one 
years ago. We do appreciate 
so much understanding Chris- 
tian friends who pray for us 
and who co-operate with us fi- 
nancially in carrying the stag- 
gering load which for a long 


@id not graduate, they are not. 


borrowed money ‘to attend Bob. 


It has been twelve years since 


Bob Jones Says: 


time has weighed down owr 
tired shoulders. 

Some of you are in position 
to help us more than you have 
done. Won't you doit? Some 
of you have never made any 
contribution to the wonderful 
work of this miraculous imsti- 
tution. Won’t you help us? 
Remember, we are doing as 
best we can in our humble way 
business for our Lord. All of 
you Christian people are stock- 
holders in God's business. You 
who have prayed for us, you whe 
have recommended the school 
to the right kind of young peo- 
ple, you who have spoken a 
good word for the testimony of 
the imstitution, and you who 
have invested some of the 
Lord’s money in the work of 
the school «are all stockholders 
for this Bob Jones University 
branch of God’s work. We 
could not have done what we 
have done if we had not had 
your help. If we have made 
our investments of prayer and 
kind words and money in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
He will not forget to pay us 
interest some day on all these 
investments. Remember, He 
says that if we give a cup of 
cold water in His name, we will 
have our reward. Some of our 
stockholders may be more 
prominent and better known as 
far as the public is concerned 
than others; but our Lerd Who 
spoke so wonderfully about the 
widow and her mite will not 
forget to pay interest to you 
Christian friends who have in 
Ahe name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ helped ws carry this 
heavy burdefl. Wouldn't you 
like to have some additional 
stock? Prayer stock? Good 
word for the school stock? 
And at this time we want you 
to take some more “financial 
stock” in this great work. I 
do not mean “Tinancial stock” 
@s the statement is usually 
made. I mean that we need fi- 
nancial help. So you see I am 
asking you to send some finan- 
cial contributions. You may 
not get dividends here that you 
would get from stock in some 
worldly business: but if you 
gend Bob Jones University a fi- 
nancial gift in His name, you 
will clip your coupons sometime 
in Heaven. Remember, it is 
not how much you send Bob 
Jones University as a gift in 
His name but how much you 
send according to your ability 
to contribute that will regulate 
the amount of your dividenda 
you will get in Heaven. Please 
let us hear from you. God 
bless you. 


BOB JONES 
Bob Jones University, 
Greenville, S. ‘C. 
(Advertisement) 
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SAORED SHDET MUSIC 
By Cottingham—35c each 
‘*Pwilight’’ — ‘‘Harps of Gold’ - 
‘In Memorium’’ ¢mother). 
Invitation song folder 25c 
‘‘He Understands”’ — Zhe just published 
Lyrics by Frances Willard Buritbend 
Music and Sales 
Frank Cottingham, 532 Ryerson Ave. 
Eigin, Illinois, 


Life, Pacts, 
Speaks on Hell, 
Books Are 


Opened, 
KING'S CROSS Biust eS Senin, siia- 
PUBLICATION it urch ew. om 0 


for samples, 
ING’S OROSS OATIONS 


Paul R, ‘Cowles, Jr. 
Director - st 
1916 15th St.. Sacramento 14, 
California. 


' GOSPEL 
SONGS 


_.. Strong youth 
uses, duets, 
congregational . 
spirit-fiilled songs, Mmc)ud- 
“img ‘the Yamous ‘‘In Love ith the 
Lover of My Soul.” 


AMAZING QUALITY AND VAIA® 


evangelical production. 
Surprising itn  wadtety and versatility. 
‘Fully meets — 2 wf every reéli¢ 
lous book for every 
church, > ame schol, raiio 

aga any bs ne. 


FREE OFFER 

Order 2 copies of Fhil Kerr's Gospel 
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The Wonders of Our 


(Continued from Page 1) 


Zhe seven stars which thou saw- 
est in my right hand, and the 
gevenm golden candlesticks .. .” 


'@Rev. 1:29). Christians are the 


“stewards of the mysteries of 
'God’’ (I Cor, 4:1). Deacons are 
‘to “hold the mystery of the 
‘faith in a pure conscience” (1 
Tim. 3:9). Paul has much to say 
of this ‘‘mystery” in his Ephesian 
and Colossian letters. He says 
that God ‘hid it from ages and 
from generations, but now has 
made it manifest to his saints’ 
(Col. 1:26). He says further that 
{t ia rich in glory and identifies it 
as “Christ in you, the hope of 
glory” (Col. 1:27). He asks the 
Colossian Christians to pray for 


him that ‘a door of utterance 
miight be opened unto him to 
»gpeak the mystery of Christ’ 
(Jol. 4:3). From these and other 
assages it is clear that when 
Paul says, “Great is the mystery 


of godiiness,”’ that he has in mind 
“the revealed truths; the won- 
rous facts, the cardinal tenets.” 
This becomes all the more sure 
when we look at this werd ‘god- 
liness’?} in the text. This is an 
unfortunate rendering of the word 
in the Greek here used. Four 
meanings are given to it in my 
big Greek lexicon: “piety, rever- 
ence, godliness, fYeligion.” Un- 
questionably, the latter is the 
word here demanded by the con- 
text as well as ¢he text. ‘With- 
out controversy, great is the re- 
vealed truths of our religion’ or 
‘tthe wondrous facts of our Chris- 
tian faith. “God was manifest 
im the flesh, justified in the Spirit, 


geen of angels, preached unto the 


Gentiles, believed om in the world, 
received up into glory.” 
things are “foolishness” to the 
worldly-wise. They speak yet of 
them as “superstition.” lBut, to 
us who are saved, who are on 
the inside, who are His saints, 
they are clothed with wonder 
end glory beyond compare. They 
ere the foundation stones of our 
great religion. They are the hope 
of our souls and the things we 
live by and by which we expect 
te die. 
present and fill the future with 
hope and confident assurance. 
It must be noted that aii the 
things said im the text are about 
the person of Christ® Our Chris- 
‘tiom religiom stands or falls with 
Christ. It cannot be said with 


too much emphasis that it makes’ 


i. the difference in the world 
hat one believes about Christ. 


| 


@iscredit Christ. Liberals deny 


Bis virgin birth and reject His| 
deity, yet hypocritically occupy) 


‘Ghristian pulpits and parade as 
‘Christian teachers, giving to Him 
‘Hp service, “whose end is destruc- 
tien,” whose god is a mere man. 


Christian Faith - 


and is and will forever be 


These 


gotten of the Father), 


They make bearable the 


rnism or liberalism seeks to 


——— 


|The mouths of these false teach- 
ers 


“must be stopped.” If the 
things said here concerning Christ 
could be proved untrue, untrust- 
worthy; if they could be dis- 
credited’ then our Christian faith, 
our religion, would topple into 
ruins as a chiltl’s block house, 


Whe was Jesus Christ? This 
question, is fundamental, After 
Jesus had been with His disciples 
for three years and they had suf- 
facient evidence upon which. to 
found sape and sound conviction, 
He pressed this question upon 
them @ne day: “Whom say ye 
that I am?” (Matt. 16:15). We 
know their answer, but what is 
ours? We not only have the 
Apostie Paul's answer here but 
also the testimony of divine in- 
spiration, of the Spirit of God. 
Our text declares, 


I. He Was God “Manifest in 
the Flesh” ~ 

This cannot be said of any 

other man who ever lived in the 

earth, no matter how great or 

renowned. The life history of 

earth’s greatest men began at 


their birth. But not so of the life 


history of Jesus Christ. He was 
eter- 
nal in His being and person. It 


‘was to Him that God the Father 


spoke when He said, “Let us 
make mam in our image, after our 
likeness.” John, in his prologue, 
says of Him, “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was 
God. The same was in the be- 
ginning with God. All things were 
made by him; and without him 
was not any thing made that was 
made’ (John 1:1-8). Later, in 
the same chapter, he said, “The 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory of the only be- 
full of 
grace and truth” (vs. 14). Paul 
declares in Colossians 1:1%5-17 
that He was “the image of the 
invisible God”; that through Him 
“were all things created, that 
are im heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible . 

ali things were created by him, 
and for him”; that “he is before 
alt things, and by him all things 
consist.” The author of Hebrews 
says that He is “the brightness 
of his: [God's] glory, and the ex- 
press image of his person, and 
upholding all things by the word 


of his power” (Meb. 1:3; 4). Paul 
declares of Him in Philippians 


2:5-11, that He was “equal with 


God,” but gave up that equality 
“and took upon him the form of 
@ servant, 
likeness of men: And being found 
in fashion as a man, he humbled 


himself and became obedient unto: 


death, even the death of the 
cross.” For which God “hath 
highly exalted him, and given 
him # name which is above every 
name” [Jesus], To Him every 
knee must bow, tn Heaven and in 
earth and under the earth, and 
confess that He is Lord. Over 
and over He Himself said, “I came 
down from heaven” (John 6:38). 


How did He come? The Pro- 
phet Isaian had said hundreds of 
years before that “a virgin shall 


conceive, and bear a son, and 
shall call his name Immanuel 
[God with us|” (Isa. 7:14). Mat- 


thew and Luke tell in detail of 
how this came to pass, and Paul 
tells us that “when the fullness 
of the time was come [God’s own 


time| God sent forth his Son, 
made of a woman” (Gal. 4:4). 
Yes, it is the testimony of both 


Old and New Testaments that 
“Christ was God, manifest in the 
flesh.”” This fact is the founda- 
tion of our faith, the mudsill of 
our religion. If it is not so, we 
have in Him neither teacher, re- 
deemer, nor example. If He was 
not God manifest in the flesh, 
then He was nothing but another 
man, and not even honest, for 
He claimed to be nothing less. If 
He was not what He claimed to 
be, then He does not deserve a 
place alongside of Socrates or 
Plato, Buddha or Confucius. They 
never made any claim to deity: 
If He de but a man, then why 
should you or I take any more in- 
terest in Mis death than we would 
the death of Stephen or John Huss 
or any of the other great men 
who have willingly died for the 
right? But perish all these “ifs,” 
for we who know Him as our 
personal Saviour and Lord know 
that He was God. This mystery 
of “Christ in you, the hope of 
giory” has been made known to 
us in our experience. 
Not only so, but 


Il. He Was “Justified in the 
Spirit” 

Two interpretations are given 
to this portion of our text. First, 
that He was justified in. His: own 
Spirit, that is, He was declared 
righteous before God and man 
by the blameless and sinless life 
that He liyed; that He is attest- 
ed to be he Son of God, “God 

(Continued on Page 4) 
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civic affairs—taken up with how 


to widem the streets, how to keep: 


the streets clean; the: planting of 


trees, the garbage disposal, and 


such: things. Fine. I do not want 
you to misunderstand me: All 
this was: fine, but that is not the 
main business of a believer. He 
can lend his influence; 
main purpose is to be a good wit- 
ness unto Jesus Christ, and to 
lay hold on eternal life. Once a 
man is born again, regenerated, 
and his heart is cleansed, civic 
matters will begin to be improved. 
But. you will miss the mark if 
you put your time on _ those 
things and forget the eternal 
things. So Paul is-saying, “Tim- 
othy, there are plenty who can 


take care of these temporal 
things, but thou, Timothy, my 
son in the faith, lay hold on 


eternal life.” 


And there was a second class, 
a certain group who came to Tim- 
othy with difficult questions, dis- 
coveries -of false science, profane 


babblings. Constantly they were 
asking, “Timothy, what does this 
mean? Can you answer this ques- 


tion?” Paul says that those ques- 
tions simply engender’ envies, 
strifes, railings and evil surmis- 
ings. “Timothy, don’t answer 
such wonderings, such wrang- 
lings of men with corrupt minds, 
men destitute of the faith. Stick 
to your job, Timothy. Lay hold 
on eternal life.’ 

Then Paul noticed, perhaps, 
that some men in Ephesus, saved 
and having named the name of 
Christ, were doing everything 
within their power to become 
rich, These were laying aside 
Spiritual blessings and their wit- 
nessing for their blessed Lord: So 
Paul warns them, and says to 
Timothy, ‘Send the word’ down. 
You came into this world without 


but his: 


anything; you can’t take anything 
out. Lay hold on eternal life.’ 


The lust of the flesh and the 
fashion of this world will one day 
come under the wires and pass 
away, but he that dodeth the will 
of the Fatrer shall abide forever. 
Paul is writing to Timothy, as 
much as to say, “Timothy, at ail 
times, no matter where you are— 
at a funeral, at a rotary club— 
no matter where you speak, point 
men to eternal life, to the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” That is the busi- 
nes of every preacher, of every 
believer, of every born-again child 
of God. So many saved people 
are occupied with the trappings, 
with secondary items, things that 
are good in themselves; but there 
are plenty to do those things who 
are dead in trespasses and sit. 
Your job and my job is to lay 
hold on eternal life. ‘So; Tim- 
othy, aim at the target. Go in 
for the main purpose, and that is 
to point men to eternal life, and, 
of course; to Christ who gives 
eternal life.’ 


I wonder, fellow pastors and 
church members, how much Sec- 
ondary activity you have in your 
church that leaves out the heart 
of the gospel. Oh, how much 
time is wasted in organization 
and committee meetings and 
whatnot, and we leave the main 
business of preaching the gospel 
and being a witness, of telling 
men everywhere to lay hold on 
eternal life. Sunday School teach- 
ers, what do you do? Do You 
tell a few stories that have a 
moral application? Do you; or do 
you point your class to Christ 
Jesus who alone is: eternal life? 
More and more in these closing 
days we should strip ourselves of 
these secondary things and come 
back to the main. purpose — to 
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manifest in the flesh,”’ and there- 
fore trustworthy, by the sinless 
character of His life. Second, that 
He is attested to be the Son ‘of 
God, “God manifest in the flesh,”’ 
by the Holy Spirit Himself. The 
Holy Spirit has -vindicated Him 
and all His claims, authenticat- 
ing Him before men, angels and 
demons, and that in the testimony 
of the Spirit of God He is justi- 
fied of all claims and from all at- 
tacks upon His person. 


Which of these interpretations 
shall we accépt? Why not take 
both? Both are true. He was 


and-is and will stand justified be- 
fore all men and ages by the per- 
fect and sinless life that He lived. 
He “did no sin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth: Who, when 
he was reviled, reviled not again” 
(I Pet. 2:22). This is a miracle 
the world has seen only once and 
will never see again. ‘He stood 
before those who sought occasion 
against Him and said, “Which of 
you convinceth me of sin’? (John 
8:46). He was “in all points 
tempted like as we are, yet with- 
out gin” (Heb. 4:15). He ever 
taught other men to confess their 
sins, but He never did. He claim- 
ed authority on earth to forgive 
sin and performed a miracle of 
healing to substantiate that claim 
(Luke 5:17-26). There leaped 
from His divine lips those most 
blessed of all words, “Thy sins 
be forgiven thee,” whenever and 
wheresoever any penitent, trust- 
ing soul came to Him and asked 
for His mercy. 


The most saintly lament their 
shortcomings and transgressions 
and confess they must put their 
trust in Him and in His redeem- 
ing blood. But Christ needed no 
redeemer. Indeed, He was a man 
of like passions with us. He 
knew hunger ,thirst, sorrow, pain, 
loneliness, temptation. But He is 
supreme and unique in this, that 
He, of all men since the fall, had 
a conscience void of offense. — 

The least shadow upon _ the 
character. of Jesus or a single 
transgression’ would have  dis- 
qualified Him. But where’ is’ that 
shadow? ‘Who will point out any 
fault in Him? All who honestly 
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| fillment of this promise. 


look at Him must say with Pilate, 
who delivered Him to be cruci- 
fied in order to court favor with 
the Jews over whom he ruled, “I 
find no fault in him” (John 18: 
38; 19:4, 6). Anyone who would 
find fault in Him would only 
thereby condemn himself, as did 
the young man who, after looking 
at some of the greatest paintings 
of all time, indifferently said, “I 
don’t think much of them.” The 
attendant answered him by say- 
ing, “Young man, these great 
works of art are not on trial. 
They are proved. Those who 
view them are on trial. To show 
lack of appreciation of them is 
to convict yourself that you are 
no judge of art.” So it is with 
Jesus. To be indifferent toward 
Him or to find fault in Him is 
to condemn oneself. 


But not.only was He justified 
in His own Spirit, but He was 
declared to be the Son of God, 
“God manifest in the flesh,” by 
the Holy Spirit. God said to His 
servant and forerunner, John the 
Baptist, “Upon whom thou shalt 
see the Spirit descending, and 
remaining on him, the same is he 
which baptizeth with the Holy 
Ghost.” And John bare record, 
saying, “I saw the Spirit descend- 
ing from heaven like a dove, and 
it abode upon him. And I saw 
and bare record that this is the 
Son of God” (John 1:32-34). 
When He went into the synagogue 
at Nazareth where He was 
brought up, He read in the book 
of Isaiah where it is said, “The 
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, be- 
cause he hath anointed me to 
preach the gospel.” He then clos- 
ed the book and said to thosé 
present, “This day is this scrip- 
ture fulfilled in your ears” (Luke 
4:21). It was necessary that the 
one sent of the Father should be 
attested by the Spirit. And so 
when He made the offering of 
His body for our. sins, the record 
is that Christ “through the 
eternal Spirit offered himself’ 
(Heb. 9:14). 

The coming of the Holy Spirit 
after His ascension justified Him. 
He had said to His disciples: “If 
I go away I will send Him unto 
you. And When He is come He 
will bring all things to your re- 
membrance, whatsoever I have 
spoken unto you’ (John 14:26). 
We have the four gospels in ful- 
It was 
only through the help of the Holy 
Spirit that they could have ever 
preserved for us the things Jesus 
had said unto them. But not on- 
ly so; He further said to them: 
“When he [The Holy Spirit] is 
céme, he will reprove the world 
of sin” (John 16;:8). 

Wherever the gospel is preach- 
ed, Jesus is justified of the Spirit 
in that He fulfills this promise 
and convicts the lost of sin, of 
righteousness and of judgment 
to come. He is the unseen but 
ever-present witness with us and 
accompanies all who preach and 
teach the Word of the gospel, 
and in doing so continues to jus- 
tify Christ. Truly, He is justified 
in the Holy Spirit’s office work, 
and therein is the assurance of 
our success as we go forth in His 
name. Were it not for this justi- 
fying work of the Holy Spirit, 
none would ever believe our mes- 
sage, or on Him, and none would 
ever be saved. Thank God, He is 
today “justified in the Spirit,” 
and when we go out in His name 
and preach Him to the people, the 
Spirit is right out there working 
in, their hearts and attesting the 
truth of what we preach and 
making men to know that they 
can hope only in Him. He is also 
in our hearts, making us to know 
that we are engaged in the most 
important work in all the world 
and filling our hearts with inex- 
pressible joy and conviction that 
we are about the most important 
thing known to men, angels or 
demons. 


Ill. “Seen of (Recognized by) 
Angels” 

Not only was God “manifest in 
the flesh, justifieq in the Spirit,” 
but He was also recognized in His 
fleshly form by angels. In this 
wonderful statement we are swept 
out into the infinite by the mighty 


impact of Paul’s inspired con- 


ception of Christ.-. The veil of 
Christ’s flesh might have hidden 
Him from the recognition of men 
and His deity from human sight 
but not from the discerning eyes 
of angels. Men did. fail to recog- 
nize Him when He came in 
the flesh but the angels knew Him. 
Those flaming spirits that had 
known Him in the glory of 
Heaven, the glory He had with 
the Father before the world was, 
knew Him also in the flesh as 
their Leader, King and Captain- 
General. The whole population 
of the heavenly world were tre- 


mendously interested in His 
mighty mission, They did not 
fully understand it. (‘Which 


things the angels desire to look 
into’”—I Pet. 1:12.) 

An ange] foretold His birth to 
Mary and interpreted God’s pur- 
pose to Joseph to keep him from 


mistreating the Messiah’s mother.., 


An angel first announced His 
birth and was accompanied by the 
angelic choirs who sang of His 
glory over the hills of Bethlehem 
that wonderful night. By an 
angel He was strengthened after 
His temptation in the wilderness. 
An angel comforted Him in the 
Garden of Gethsemane. Two 
angels sat by His empty tomb and 
first announced His resurrection. 
When He stepped into the heavenly 
chariot to go back to the glory 
of His Father, angels comforted 
His disciples and assured them 
that He would return in the clouds 
and with great glory, bringing all 
the holy angels with Him. 

Not only was He recognized of 
all good angels but also of the 
bad. Fallen angels knew Him. 
When man saw in Him only the 
son of Joseph, these fallen spirits 
cried out, “What have we to do 
with thee, Jesus, thoy Son of God? 
art thou come hither to torment 
us before the time?” (Matt. 8:29). 
After He met Satan, the master 
and ruler of the realm of fallen 
spirits, and defeated him _ so 
decisively, every time one of these 
lesser spirits met Jesus it was 
with much fear and trembling. 
Yes, truly, He was recognized by 
angels, and their witness is our 
assurance that He was “God 
manifest in the flesh.” 

Not only so but 


IV. He Was “Preached Unto 
the Gentiles (Nations)”’ 


He came as no tribal deity, no 
Saviour of a particular race or 
people. He is a world-wide Re- 
deemer. “God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten 
son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life’ (John 3:16). 
“There is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby 
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 
This religion of ours, this re- 
ligion which is fraught with such 
wonders ang marvelous truth, is 
a world-wide religion. It is not 
just one of the great religions in 
the world-pantheon of religions. It 
is the only true religion. It brooks 
no rivals. It enjoins a world-wide 
evangel. All who know Him as 
their Saviour are under sacred 
obligation to make Him known to 
all who do not know Him. They 
are to “go into all the world, and 


preach the gospel to every 
creature” (Mark 16:15). Here is 
the message that breaks down 


every barrier and overflows every 
wall of partition between men 
and nations. There can be no 
unity, on a world-wide scale, un- 
til all men come to Him and bow 
to Him ang confess Him as Lord 
and Master. He is the Lord of 
all or He is not Lord at all. There 
is no other place men can really 
come together, save at the foot 
of His cross. No one can accept 
Him intelligently as a personal 
Saviour and surrender to Him as 
Lord and fail to receive a com- 
mission to make Him known to 
all mankind, The church has no 
other reason to exist and there is 
no other reason why one should 
be a church member except that 
he should have a part in this 
world-wide, age-long task of 
preaching Him unto the nations. 
Afid so no Jew can corner Him 
and no Greek can ignore Him, 
save at his own eternal peril. He 
is King of angels and Prince of 
all the kings of the earth, 
But again 


V. “Believed On in the 


World” 
Thank God, He was not only 
manifest in the flesh, justified in 
the Spirit, recognized by the 


angels, preached unto the nations, 
but He was and is 
in the world.” -_ 


Some sceptic comes and says, 
“I like you personally and like 
to hear you preach, but I Ccan- 
not believe what you preach. It 
is incredible.” 

I am so grateful that I can say 
to him, “Friend, you are wrong. 
What I preach is not incredible. 
No honest person need reject this 
wonderful religion. The finest 
and best of earth have believed it 
all down through the ages. None 


Vhave ever been outraged by its 


claims. All who have believed it 
have been not only made better but 
actually redeemed from 
Millions of witnesses rise up fo 
testify that they have fofind these 
things true in their own ,experi- 
ence. Earth's greatest and wisest 
and most useful men and women 
have been believers of this won- 
derful faith and have found in 
this Christ, come in the flesh, 
inspiration to great achievement 
in all realms.” 


This religion has numbered 
among its devotees earth’s great- 
est scientists, statesmen, jurists, 
scholars, educators and common 
people. Earth’s greatest bene- 
factors have come to their great- 
ness through this faith: Abraham, 


“believed on| 


sin.” 


will acclaim Him in the last day. 
Finally our text says 


VI. He Was “Received Up 
Into Glory” 

He belonged to the glory. He 
came from the glory and when He 
had finished His mighty mission 
He went back to the glory. What 
a day it must have been when He 
who had conquered sin and death 
and had “led captivity captive,” 
went back to glory, borne up on 
the wings of divine chariots! If 
the angels. sang in wonder and 
rapture when He came down to 
earth, how they must have sung 


when He came _ triumphantly 
home from the field,  battle- 
scarred but a. victor! We do not 


know. what was their song but 
maybe it was that one recorded 
for us by inspiration in the 
twenty-fourth Psalm; 


“Lift up your heads, O ye 


gates; 
And be ye lift up, ye ever- 
lasting doors; ° 
And the King of glory shall 
come in. 

Who is this King of glory? 
The Lord 

Strong and mighty, the lord 
mighty 

In battle. Lift up your heads, 
O ye gates; 


Even lift them up, ye ever- 


are yet in sin and the 
of ignorance 


Moses, Elijah, David, Isaiah, John 
the Baptist, Peter, Paul, John— 


known, a great host of others who 


and unbelief 
believe- on Him and come up to 
help swell that great throng who 


lasting doors; 
And the King of glory shall 


you finish the list. Yet who could, come in. 

for it embraces a multitude that Who is this King of glory? 
no man could number of ali The Lord 

peoples, kindreds, tongues and Of hosts, he is the king of 
nations. Here is encouragement glory.” 

for all who work for Him today. 

All that have believed on Him| And when He swept into those 
withess that if we will make Him | 8@tes, escorted by Heaven's 


lieutenants, I am sure that all the 
angels were there for His mighty 
coronation, when He was given 
“the name which is above every 


(Continued on Page 5) 


darkness 
will 


touched consideration of 


last days of the age. . 


TWO ANGEL PRINCES IN PROPH ECY 


Books by Arno C. Gaebelein, D.D. 
GABRIEL AND MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL—A new dnd un- 


have in Prophecy. Throws light on some of the predictions of the 


THE CONFLICT OF THE AGES—A masterly presentation of 
the origin and development of evil. . .. 


THE BOOK OF REVELATION —A companion volume to DANIEL; 
one of the clearest expositions of this symbolic book. 255 pages, $2.00 


. Other Books by Arne C. Gaebelein 
THE JEWISH QUESTION—135 pages, $1.50 THE WORK OF CHRIST— 126 pages, cloth, $1.54 


Order from your bookstore or 


the part two Angel Princes had and will 


135 pages, cloth bound, $1.50 
173 pages, cloth, $2.00 


$42 S. Dearbers St. 


Yes, everything 
Press All Bible Series. 
project to use—it’s all 


Especially valuable to 


lesson 
provides each depa 


course ties in with 


Summer will be here before 
you know it... place your 
erder today. Or if you 
haven't received your copy of 
“All You Need For Your 1948 
Vacation Bible School,'’ moil 
coupon right ewoy. 
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...when you use Scripture Press Lessons for ~DVBS! 


you need for your DVBS is included in the a 
You never have to worry about what song or handwork 
down in black and white in one easy-to-follow manual, 
untrained teachers, / 


EACH DAY IN DETAIL—Each day’s program ts prepared im 
Workbook for each department—there’s ne 


DEFINITELY BIBLE-CENTERED—Bible memory work and a Bible 


are daily features of each department. A graded approach to Scripture teaching 


rtment with material especially suited to its age level. 


CLOSELY CORRELATED—For each day, every phase of the 


the one big objective for the day. 
MAIL THIS NOW 


Please send free book, “All You Need For Your 1948 Vacation 
Bible School,” 
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A Photograph ot-the Other 


- Side of the’ Grave 


(Continued from Page 1) 


them hear them. And he said, 
Nay, father Abraham: but if one 
went unto them from the dead, 
they will repent. And he said 
unto him, If they hear not Moses 
and the prophets, neither will they 
be persuaded, though one rose 
from the dead” (Luke 16:29-31). 
God’s Word is final and He has 
nothing more to say. We shall 
discover that His Word contains 
all that ts necessary. There need 
be no speculation, no guesswork 
and no uncertainty about the 
future, 


It is said that every time the 
clock ticks a soul passes. into 
eternity. A soul for a tick, as 
it were. We have often wondered 
which tick will call you and me 
out of this body and usher us 
into the presence of the mighty 
God. At which tick will we 
breathe our last? How uncertain 
the time, yet how absolute the 
event if our Lord tarries. We 
realize that a certain generation 
of believers will.not see death, for 
they will” be translated without 
having to pass through that 
experience. Such an experience 
will take place at the rapture; but 
if this is postponed for awhile 
longer, we must all bid good-by 
to the scenes of earth, to loved 
ones and to the body in which we 
have lived. 

All through the.years of time 
God has granted many visions to 
the sons of men. Through the 
eyes of the Lord Jesus Christ we 
are to get a vision of the other 
side of the grave. We are going 
to be privileged to see what He 
actually saw. Moses had a vision 
as he stood on the cleft of the 
rock. Paul had a vision as he was 
swept into the third heaven, 
though God did not allow him to 
tell what he had seen, 

John, on the Isle of Patmos, 
had many giorious visions as God 
flung wide open the door into 
Heaven. He not only heard the 
wonderful song of the Lamb, as 
sung by the heavenly choir, but 
he saw the throne of God. He also 
saw the binding of Satan and the 
coming again of the Lord Jesus. 
He saw the new heavens and the 
new earth. He caught a glimpse 
of the New Jerusalem coming 
down from Heaven arrayed in all 
its supernal glory. He envisioned 
the great white throne with the 
dead, small and great, standing 
before God. He saw the ungodly 
judged and cast into the lake of 
fire. which is the second death. 
God commanded everything to be 
clearly written, and if any die 
without Christ there will-be no 
excuse. 

As we face the glorious passage 
of Scripture which is before us, 
what does it present? First, it 
presents the truth that there 
exists 

Personality Beyond the 
Grave 

In this account the Lord Jesus 
was telling of two certain men. 
These were not fictitious char- 
acters, but two whom He evidently 
knew. He said, “There was a 
certain rich man... And there 
was a certain beggar named 
Lazarus,” In life we see the 
reality of, personality. When we 
come to death we shall see the 
same two personalities. The 


_ separation of the soul from the 


body had not obliterated these 
two “certain men.” They existed 
in death as well as in life. So 
far as their burials were con- 
cerned, they had such as befitted 
their station in life. 


‘As we get a glimpse of these 
two certain men in the realm of 
eternity it is to find them still 
in existence. . They were not 
annihilated in death. There was 
nothing blotted out. With the 
natural eye we can follow loved 
ones to the_ grave; but Jesus 
follows them not only to the 
grave and through it, He goes 
with them on the other side. In 
this divine photograph, Jesus re- 
veals the comforting fact that 
death does not end all. Per- 
sonalities are just as much alive 
out of the body as they are in the 
body. The divine picture we are 
beholding clearly shows that 


physical death is not the end of 
our existence, 

Looking carefully into this story 
we shall see that all the marks 
of personality are given in this 
photograph, even though the 
individuals concerned have gone 
from the scenes of earth. There 
is not a statement of Scripture, 
when taken in the light of its 
context, that indicates death is 
the end. We are on an endless 
journey and nothing can stop us 
from going on. We must all 
realize that God hath set eternity 
in our hearts, and that all are on 
an endless trip. If our Lord 
tarries it will be said of us some 
day, “He is dead and buried.” But 
what about the soul? The soul 
exists apart from the body just 
as was the case with our Saviour 
when He went to the “heart of the 
earth” for three days and nights, 
and His body was placed in the 
tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. 
Words which cannot be escaped 
are found in Hebrews 9:27, “It is 
appointed unto men once to die, 
but after this the judgment.” We 
must ever bear in mind that there 
is an “after this.” 


The next picture the Lorg holds 
before us is that there is a 


Place Beyond the Grave 

Souls which leave the body do 
not. become wandering spirits 
floating about and abdve us. 
They are not fast asleep in the 
grave, neither do they become 
reincarnate in the bodies of 
animals or angels. There is a good 


deal of discussion along these 
lines. To support such theories 
either their advocates have to 


change the meaning of the plain 
words of the Bible, or take a 
passage completely out of its 
context, 

The Lord hag told us concerning 
the death of Lazarus and his out- 
come, “And it came to pass, that 
the beggar died, and was carried 
by the angels into Abraham's 
bosom” (Vs. 22). In James 2:23 
we read how Abraham was called 
“the Friend of God.” He was in 
the presence of God, and to be in 
Abraham’s bosom was to be in 


thigh favor with God. It was not 


a place within a man’s bosom as 
so many think when one speaks 
of Heaven. All devoted Christians 
may enjoy a touch of heaven in 
their bosoms. But the plain 
teaching of the Word is that when 
the separation of body and soul 
took place at death, the soul of 
the child of God, in the days of 
Jesus, went to be with Abraham 
who was in the presence of God. 

We next read how “the rich 
man also died, and was buried; 
and in hell he lifted up his eyes, 
being in torments” (vss. 22, 23). 
The exact word here for “hell” is 
“hades” which was the-place of 
departed spirits or souls. This 
life does not offer al] the hell 
any one will experience who re- 
jects the Son of God. Let it be 
borne in mind that no substitution 
of the word “grave’’ can be made 
for the words “hell” ang “hades.” 
This has gotten to be a popular 
pastime with some who are seek- 
ing to tone down the terrors of 
Hell and the awful doom whitch 
awaits those who reject. the 
Saviour. 

Would it not be interesting to 
take a walk some day along the 
narrow lanes of God’s green acre 
and note the inscriptions on the 
tombstones? To me they are 
most interesting. But suppose the 
death angel would return after 
the stone had been securely placed 
at the head of the grave and 
inscribe upon it the true destiny 
of each one whose body lay in 
the cemetery? What ‘a revela- 
tion that would be! What would 
be put upon yours, “Heaven” or 
“Hell” ? 

No amount of argument.can do 
away with the revelation which 
God has given to us of what lies 
on the other side of the grave. 
No matter how we describe them, 
God has made their reality and 
certainty a matter of clean-cut 
revelation. 

Another interesting photograph 
in the’ story beforé us is that we 
will find 


Perception Beyond the Grave 
Let us note carefully’ the 


verse 23. “And in 
hell [hades] he lifted up his eyes, 
being in torments, and seeth 
Abraham afar off, and Lazarus 
in his bosom.” This rich man of 
whom the Lord*is speaking died 
about two thousand years after 
Abraham had passed from the 
scenes of éarth, and yet our 
Master says that when Dives got 
to hades he “seeth Abraham.” 
Surely our Lord was not mistaken. 


language of 


l am sure He was not. He can 
see where we cannot, and He 
knows infinitely more than we 


do. His vision is not obstructed 
concerning the unseen world. 
Here is a photograph of the fact 
that there is sight on the other 
side of the graye. 

How, then, can the soul see 
without the medium of the eye? 
So far as seeing the material 
world, the eyes of the soul are 
utterly dependent upon the physi- 
cal eye, which is the window 
through which the soul peers upon 


the material world. When these 

windows are closed in death. 
7~ 

vision of material things ceases. 


"The Freedom Train’' 


(Continued from Page J) 


gressions which might justly provoke Divine displeasure, of 


seeking merciful forgiveness.” 


Take note of Abraham Lin- 


coln as he steered the ship of state through troubled waters. 
Kneeling until the morning hours, some nights never retirin 
at all, Lincoln sought God. His proclamation for “nation 
repentance, fasting and prayer” brought glorious results. 


As for regard for God’s Word, the Father of our coun- 


_try once said, “It is impossible to rightly govern the world 


without God and the Bible.” Andrew Jackson later remarked, 
‘That Book, sir, is the Rock upon which our Republic rests.” 
less than one hundred years ago Daniel Webster uttered this 
solemn prophecy, “If we abide by the principles taught in the 


Bible, we will go on prospering. But if we do not, catastrophe 


'may suddenly overtake us and bury all our former glory in 


’ 


This is why our loved ones on the | 


see what 
They 


Other side cannot 
are doing on earth. 


we 
will 


have to wait until they get their | 


resurrection . bodies. We must 
ever keep in mind that our sight 
is resident in the soul; and though 
the hour will come, if Jesus tar- 
ries, when our eyes will be closed 
in death, our vision will not be 
impaired for things eternal. 

It is interesting to keep in mind 
that this rich man, who had re- 
jecteq the things of God, when 
out of the body and in hades, saw 
and recognized him whom he had 
never seen before nor met. This 
shows conclusively that man has 
consciousness after death and the 


power of recognition. But let 
us remind you that this unbe- 
lieving rich man saw Lazarus 
“afar off.” 

Husband, think of your wife 
over there, but “afar off’ from 
you. Parents need to reflect on 
that little one whom God has 


taken, being ‘‘safe in the arms of 
Jesus,” but “afar off,’ all because 
they rejected the means appointed 
of God for their own salvation. 
We may draw nigh and be with 
Him eternally through the merits 
of the blood of Christ. 


As we read on in this account 
given by the Lord Jesus during 
His earthly ministry, we see that 
there is 


Prayer Beyond the Grave 
It may surprise many to learn 
that men pray in Hell or hades. 
They cry to God to hear them 
and help them, but it is too late. 
They have had their opportunity, 
and in their rejection they have 
sinned away the day of grace. 
Three times he prayed. Perhaps 
he had never prayed before, but 
being in torment he lifted his 
eyes and cried out for mercy. He 
probably never had taken time 
to pray in his earthly life, but a 
few moments in hades made a 
great difference. 
Did his prayers avail? 
(Continued on Page 6) 
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It is no longer a secret 
that we are planning to 
make 
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profound obscurity. 


No nation which has relegated the Bible to the back- 
\ground, disregarded the commandments of God or flouted 
'the claims of the Man of Galilee has long survived. Gibbon, 
In his “Rise and Fall of the Roman Empire,” lists five con- 


tributing factors to the debacle. 


I give you his related causes 


—"Rapid increase of divorce with the undermining of the 
home—the mad ogaze for pleasure—the building of gigantic 
armaments when the real enemy is within—the decadence of 
\the people—the decay of religion.” How alarming a parallel 
of our present national predicament!: Who will intelligently 
affirm that current trends are not akin to these of that pe- 
riod immediately preceding the fall of the Roman Empire? 
Much to be desired in this hour of national and world dilemma 
is the application spiritually and morally of the time-honored 
maxim, “Eternal vigilance is the price of Freedom.” 


No contemporary American is more qualified to speak 
here than the respected and feared Chief of the Federal Bu- 
reau of Investigation, Mr. J. Edgar Hoover. In point of mag- 
nitude the frightening breakdown of the American home, 


hold scarcely a comparison. 


|plus the morals decline, plus the deplorable crime situation, 
Mr. Hoover says, “These condi 


tions are secondary in importance to the disastrous decay of 


religion. 


Over sixty million of our fellow citizens profess no 


religion, many of them no belief in God. THIS IS AMERI- 


CA’S GRAVEST PERIL.” 


As the Freedom Train moves across our beloved nation, 
carrying its priceless cargo, there will be a stirring in many 


a patriotic breast. 
of the faith of our fathers. 


Americans everywhere will be reminded 
But to perpetuate the democracy 


they conceived, and preserve the true American way of life 
they cherished, this generation must witness a return to the 


God of our Fathers. 
church and nation. 


It is this or the dissolution of the home, 
America, let us sincerely repent of our 


transgressions, turn from our sins and offer penitential 


prayer. 


By this timely action alone can We hope to “Keep 


her rolling O’er the Land of the Free and the Home of the 


Brave!” 
Note: 


This beautifully illustrated tract is 


being used with the companies 


evangelistic tracts, “It’s Great to Bean American,” “Red Letter Days” and ‘‘Amer- 
ica’s Trojan Horse” to evangelize the millions of Americans who board the Freedom 


Train, 


Samples will gladly be sent to any Christian’ wishing to evangelize his area 


Address the World-Wide Monthly Tract Club, P. O. Box 1, Spokane, Washington, 


stating your request. 


The Wonders of Our 
Christian Faith 


(Continued f'om Page 4) 


name.” There were the angels 
who, with drawn swords, guarded 
the gates of Eden, lost to man by 
sin but reopened by the _ great 
second Adam to all who will come 
by the Old Cross Road. And 
there was Raphael, the angel of 
reason; and Uriel, the angel of 
light; and Michael, the angel of 
strength. There was . Gabriel, 
the captain of the angelic host 
and who leads the choirs of the 
heavenly world. All there! And 
now they wait upon His presence 
and go at His command to serve 
those on earth, His brothers and 
sisters who are the heirs of 
salvation . And these al] will come 
with Him when He comes the 
second time without sin unto 
salvation, and to reward those who 
love and serve Him. 

Here, then, are the unquestion- 
able things of our great religion: 
the faith, which is the foundation 
of Christian hope; the truth, of 
which the church is the pillar 
and ground. This Christ “mani- 
fest in the flesh,” this Christ of 
the ages is for you, dear reader, 
and for me. In Him is the supply 
for our every need, the solution 


| 


of our every problem, comfort for 
our every sorrow, forgiveness for 
our every sin, security. for this 
world and all worlds. If you know 
Him and love Him, never be 
satisfied with present. knowledge 
of Him, for in Him “are hid all 
the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge.” If you are trying 
to serve Him, never be satisfied 
with what you have done for: Him. 
Go on to serve him better and bet- 
ter. He will reward you for every 
@up of cold water you give in His 
name, 

Dear reader, if you do not know 
Him, if you have not believed om 
Him as your Saviour,'I urge you 
to do so now, before you lay down 
this paper. Take Him as your 
Lord and Master. He will forgive 
you and save you and bring you, 
with the redeemed of all ages, to 
glory. In Him alone is there hope 
for you. 


“The Father loveth the Son, and 
hath committed all things into 
his hands. He that believeth on 
the Son hath everlasting life: and 
he that believeth»not the Son shall 
not see life: but the wrath of God 
abideth on him” (John 3:35, 36). 
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A Meditation 
on I ypewriting 


asdf jkl; 
asdf jkl; 


asdf jkl; 
asdf jkl; 


Remember that? How 
many times did you type that 
before you had ten lines of 
perfect copy? 


What do you type? 


"Gentlemen: 

"Please send us ten 
cises tomatoes, grade 
A, No. 2 can." 

Or: 

"We are glad to have 
yours of the 14th, and 
beg to advise that we 
are out of the No. 13RX 
buttonhole scissors, but 
we can furnish you with 
our 20RX at a slightly 
higher price. You will 
find them a very good 
buy, blah, blah, blah.” 


How many strokes a min- 
ute do your fingers pound out 
those words? If you write 
sixty words a minute, you 
strike those keys 300 times 
every minute—and, if you can 
keep up that pace all day, 
that makes 18,000 strokes an 
hour, 144,000 a day. 

For whom do you pound 
out those 144,000 strokes” 
Why do you do it? What 
keeps you at it? 

“T like to work,” you say. 
Or, “I have to work for a 
living.” 

The Saviour said, “Labour 
not for the meat which per-- 
isheth, but for that meat 
which endureth unto ever- 
lasting life’? (John 6:27). 

Do you now know. what I’m 
driving at? Do you want to 
spend all your days at a type- 
writer just to buy food and 
clothes and pay rent and to 
have a little entertainment 
now and then? “After all 
these things do the Gentiles 
(the nations, the uncon- 
verted) seek... But seek YE 
first the kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness...” (Matt. 
6:33). 

“But I can’t go out and 
preach or talk in public to win 
souls. I have no training 
for that.” 

No, no. You don’t have to 
do that to serve the Lerd. 
You can type for the Lord, as 
well as you._can type for your 
bread and butter. 

Here at the Sword of the 
Lord office we are crying for 
typists, folk who would rather 
put in their 144,000 strokes 
for God than for themselves, 
who prefer to “labour for that 
meat which endure 

Oh, we pay you, too—good, 
living wages. But if it is the 
wages you are.looking for, 
stay where you are. 

If you can type fifty or 
more words a minute, if you 
are single, or are free and 
willing to go wherever He 
calls, and if after prayerfully 
considering it you feel the 
Lord might want you in The 
Sword of the Lord office, 
then fill out the following ap- 
plication blank and send it to 
MISS LOLA M. BRADSHAW, 
Sword of the Lord Publishers 

214 West Wesley Street 

Wheaton, Illinois 

(If you cannot meet the 


} 
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A Photograph of the Other 
Side of the Grave 


(Continued from Page 5) 


dently he had faith in prayer, but 
it came too late. Faith does not 
avail in Hell. “Thou  believest 
that there is one God; thou doest 
well: the devils also believe, and 
tremble” (James 2:19). He be- 
came a believer in preachers, but 
it was too late. “He cried. ... 
Send Lazarus.” The dead cannot 
minister to those in Hell. This 
same man became evangelistic as 
he thought of his brothers, but 
the thought came too late. This 
rich man became all that he 
ought to have been while here on 
earth, but it was too late. 


As we look again at this scene 
it is to discover that there is 
Pain Beyond the Grave 
Verse 23 @pfinitely speaks of 
“torments.” Then in the twenty- 
fourth verse we read, “For I am 


tormented in this flame.” Twice 
more is the word “torment” used. 
So far as the Christian, Lazarus, 


was concerned, his condition was 
one of comfort. Abraham spoke 


typing requirements, but you 
have had experience in other 
office work, fill out the ap- 
plication blank, too, telling us 
what you can do.) 


-- APPLICATION BLANK - - 


Name 
Address 


Years in high school 
aR SCRE SER SAR 
Years in college 
Sabet PSS 


What commercial subjects 

have you studied? [| Typing 
(] Shorthand [] Bookkeep- 
ing. Others 


“_-—<*#«<+««*4¢s«<+@ 


Using another sheet of | pa- 
per, give the following infor- 
mation on your last five 
years of employment (or if 
you have not worked five 
years, for the time you have 
worked.) 


(Date) (Date) 
Name of company 
Address of company 
Reason for leaving 
Duties 
. Salary when starting 
. Salary when leaving 

Have you personally trust- 
ed Christ as Saviour ?.............. 
Do you ever drink ?_........ Da 
smoke? attend 
movies ?__. 

Do you get along well with 
people, or do you insist on 
your own way? 

Do you pay your bills [] be- 
fore due, [|] when due, [_] past 
due? 

If employed by The Sword 
of the Lord, how long would 
you plan to stay? 


tee ORR TRH eee 


_-—<—-——-—<-<- =< 


Are you willing to live sac- 
rificially in order to be in 
the Lord’s service?................ 
REFERENCES: 


Former employer 


of Lazarus in the twenty-fifth 
verse saying, “But now he is com- 
forted.” “To be absent from the 
body,”’ is “to be present with the 
Lord” (II Cor. 5:8). On the other 
hand there is misery for the un- 
believer. 

It is 
language which Jesus 
used in His 


interesting to note the 
Himself 
lifetime as He 


described Hell. If His word is not 
dependable in this, how can we 
rely upon any thin® He said? In 
one place He spoke of it as a 
“furnace of fire’ (Matt. 13:42); 
in another as the “damnation of 
hell” (Matt. 23:33); yet another, 
“Weeping and gnashing of teeth’ 
(Matt. 24:51); then “Cast 
into outer darkness” (Matt. 
25:30); and “everlasting punish- 
ment’ (Matt 25:46). Surely, it 
is a terrible thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God! 

We must remember 
that there is 


Pondering Beyond the Grave 

Not all of pondering is done 
this side of the grave. Neither 
Lazarus nor Dives lost their 
memory. The rich man had to 
remember his life of ease and 
luxury and the poor man lying at 
the gate of his palace. His mind 
reflecteq upon his brothers and 
perhaps other members of his 
family; and no doubt, he remem- 
bered all the wonderful things he 
had heard about Jesus, but had 
spurned. 


If you die without Christ, you 
will have to remember your lost 
opportunity and the many times 
you heard the plan of salvation 
presented, but refused to accept 
it. Mother’s prayers will be re- 
called, the example of godly be- 
lievers, and the @arnest appeals 


in this life 


made for repentance. . “Son, re- 
member.” 
Finally, I would invite your 


attention to the tremendous fact 
that there is 


Permanence Beyond the 
Grave 


“And beside all this, between 
us and you there is a great gulf 
fixed:.so that they which would 
pass from hence to you cannot; 
neither can they pass to us, that 
would come from thence’ (vs. 26). 
Death fixes eternal issues. The 
Bible knows nothing of purgatory, 
the so-called place of another 
opportunity; and it knows nothing 
of the so-called larger hope. There 
is no chance offered for salvation 
on the other side. ‘Where the 
tree falleth, there shall it be” 
(Eccles: 11:3). Nothing can 
bridge the “fixed gulf.” No 
mother’s arms can reach out to 
rescue her wayward son. No wife 
can stretch a loving arm across 
that chasm to save her husband. 
It is too late. 


How necessary it is that we 
heed the appeal of the prophet of 
old when he cried out, “Prepare to 
meet thy God” (Amos _ 4:12). 
Meet Him we must, but in what 
condition? Only those who will 
find safety are those who will 
have found forgiveness of. sins 
through the shed blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. The pity is that so 
many live as though death would 
never come to them. We make 
preparation for everything else 
fsave the most important thing, 
that is, to meet God. “Behold, 
now is the accepted time; behold, 
now is the day of salvation” (II 
Cor. 6:2). “Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved,” 
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Evangelist Gerald 
F. Heskett Enters 


Larger Revival Field 


Some time ago we were very 
happy to print the glowing re- 
ports of revival services which 
Evangelist Gerald F. Heskett had 
in the lumber camps of the north 
woods in Washington and Oregon. 


Many souls were saved and God 
has been richly blessing our broth- 
er, ° 

In the past our brother Heskett 
has been partially supported by 
Christian friends, so he . could 
spend some time in these lumber 
camps which were usually devoid 
of any Christian services what- 
ever and where poor sinners might 
never had heard the gospel. God 
has richly blessed this work. How- 
ever, Brother Heskett has had a 
growing sense of responsibility for 
the revival field over the whole 
nation and so have the Christian 
friends who work with him. There- 
fore he will consider invitations 
for revival work wherever the 
Lord may lead, in order to win the 
greatest number of souls to Christ. 


We are happy to have a number 
of letters concerning Brother Hes- 
kett. We have met him person- 
ally, have heard good things from 
his work. r 

From the First Baptist Church 
of Oregon City, Oregon (the oldest 
Baptist church in the northwest) 
the pastor, Rev. Lawrence T. 
Slaght, writes: 

“It is indeed a great pleasure to 
present this word in behalf of my 
friend and fellow-laborer, Rev. 
Gerald F. Heskett. He is a mem- 
ber in good standing in the First 
Baptist Church of Oregon City, 
and we are proud to include him 
in our fellowship. 


“He is a strong and vigorous 
preacher, an evangelist of deep 
passion, and a theological thinker 
of sound and positive note. He is 
free from fancies and fads and 
preaches the gospel courageously 
and winsomely. In both our main 
church and in our mission stations, 
he has ministered well on behalf 
of Christ. 

“The prayers of our congrega- 
tion go with him from place to 
place, and we take pride in his 
victories for the Lord.” ~- 

In a union campaign at Eugene, 
Oregon, the Church of God coop- 
erated. The pastor, Rev. Gerald 
L. Roush, writes the following 
word about Brother Heskett: 


“I would like to give a word of 
appreciation and recommendation 
to Rev. Gerald Heskett as a real 
minister of the gospel. Brother 
Heskett is a man who is used and 
led by the Holy Spirit for the sal- 
vation of lost souls. 


“As an evangelist here in Eu- 
gene, he was used of the Lord in 
a marvelous way. He did not com- 
promise but preached the Word 
for power and God gave the re- 
sults. 

“Brother Heskett deserves the 
highest praise that amyone can 
give, yet is a humble man of God. 
The congregation here appreciated 
him and regard him as a real serv- 
ant of God.” 

Evangelist Heskett had fevival 
services in a Methodist church of 
Canby, Oregon, with blessed re- 
sults. Rev. John Morange, the 
Methodist superintendent of the 
Yellowstone district, writes these 
kindly words about our brother, 
Evangelist Heskett: 

“T am especially gratified in rec- 
ommending Rev. Gerald Heskett 
as an evangelist, as I have known 
his background as a pastor. The 
same fearless attitude to sin that 
distinguished his ministry as a 
pastor, is apparent also in his 
chosen field of evangelism. There 
is a sympathetic understanding of 
the problems of the pastorate that 
makes his ministry as an evange- 
list more acceptable. The pastor 
who employs Rev. Heskett may 
rely upon his devotion to the 
church he is serving. 

“Gerald Heskett is a straight- 
forward and attractive preacher 
of the goSpel, loyal to Christ and 
the teachings of the Bible.” 

Those who might be interested 
in revival services by this man 
of God, who has been blessed in 
the pastorate ten or eleven years 
and now as an evangelist for five 
years, would do well to prayerful- 
ly write him. Our Brother Heskett 
is forty-two years old, has a nice 
family with six children, and we 


The Saved 
Go Straight to 


Heaven at Death 


No Soul-Sleeping Taught in 
the Bible 

By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 
Dear Brother DeM——-: 

Thank you for your letter of 
February 14. You say, 

“While reading THE SIGNS OF 
THE TIMES recently I came 
across an article by M. L. Andrea- 
sen, a portion of which is enclosed. 

“I have always believed that 
upon death a saved person’s soul 
ascends to Heaven, his body re- 
maining in the grave until Christ’s 
second coming. 

“Does this article conflict with 
my belief on this subject? Please 
interpret this article for me.” 

The clipping you enclosed from 
the SIGNS OF THE TIMES said: 

“There are those who believe 
that the saints who lived in ages 
past went to heaven immediately 
at death, and thus received their 
reward. But the Bible does not 
so teach. They ‘obtained a good 
report,’ says the text quoted, but 
they ‘received not the promise ;’ 
and the reason given is ‘that they 
without us should not be made 
perfect.’ God is waiting. until all 
things are ready. Then He will 
call the sleeping saints, and all 
will go to heaven together. For 
this reason Peter on the Day of 
Pentecost could say that ‘David is 
not ascended into the heavens.’ 
Acts 2:34. He, with all the other 
saints, is waiting for the trumpet 
to sound, ‘that they without us 
should not be made perfect.’” 

I suppose you know that THE 
SIGNS OF THE TIMES is a Sev- 
enth Day Adventist publication. 
Seventh Day Adventists are a 
false cult wrong in several impor- 
tant matters. They are wrong on 
this teaching. A Christian’s soul 
certainly does go to Heaven at 
death and his body awaits the 
coming of Christ to be raised up. 

There are many Scriptures 
which prove that a Christian goes 
to Heaven at death. Please con- 
sider the following evidences: 

1. Christ took the dying thief to 
Heaven. On the cross Jesus said, 
“Pather, into thy hands I com- 
mend my spirit” (Luke 23:46). 
Then to the dying thief He said, 
“Today shalt thou be with me in 
paradise’ (Luke 23:43). So Jesus 
went to the Father in paradise 
and the dying thief went with Him 
then. 

“Christians now depart to be 
with Christ in Heaven. Jesus is 
now with the Father in Heaven. 
Stephen said, “Behold, I see the 
heavens opened, and the Son of 
man standing on the right hand 
of God” (Acts 7:56). In Reveld- 
tion 3:21, Jesus said, “To him that 
overcometh will I grant to sit with 
me in my throne, even as I also 
overcame, and am set down with 
myeFather in his throne.” 

But Paul says, “For.I am in 
a strait betwixt two, having a de- 
sire to depart, and to be with 
Christ; which is far better” (Phil. 
1:23). When Paul departed this 
life, he departed to be with Christ. 
Again Paul said, “Therefore we 
are always confident, 
that, whilst we are at home in the 
body, we are absent from the 
Lord: (For we walk by faith, not 
by sight:) We are confident, I say, 
and willing rather to be absent 
from the body, and to be present 
with the Lord’ (II Cor. 5:6-8). In 
this present mortal body a Chris- 
tiam is absent from the literal 
presence of Christ . But when he 
leaves this dying body, he comes 
to the literal presence of Christ. 
He is “present with the Lord.” 

But a Christian does not at 
death receive all of his reward. 
Not until the first resurrection and 
the judgment seat of Christ will 
Christians have their full reward. 
The foolish idea of soul-slgeping is 
ngt taught in the Bible. The body 
sleeps when a Christian dies until 
Christ comes into the air to re- 
ceive His saints and brings with 
Him the spirits of those in Heav- 
en. And then these have their 
bodies resurrected and glorified 
and so the Christian will be then 
both soul and body with the Lord. 

In the Saviour’s name, yours, 

JOHN R. RICE 


JRR/vw. 
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tas Hold on Eternal Life’ 


(Contiued from Page 3) 


present Christ Jesus and lay hold 
on eternal life. 


How disappointed you would be 
if I told you story after story 
over this broadcast and failed to 
present Christ to you. How dis- 
appointed you would be if | 
should get up on this broadcast 
and give vou a fine, well-worded 
eration, high-sounding words, 
beautiful secular music and leave 
you as cold as a stone, As God 
gives me breath and strength, 
I want to make every broadcast 
of The Old Fashioned Reviva! 
Hour hit the mark, and that is to 
present Christ, to beseech men 
and women everywhere to . be 
reconciled to God through Christ. 


Otherwise, all that we do is 
sounding brass and a tinkling 
cymbal, 

Now pray for me, pray for 


those souls owt in darkness, those 
souls who want some anchorage, 
something to be tied to, some 
foundation, the Rock of Ages, as 
I point out three things in this 
passage. 


First, What Is Meant By 
Eternal Life? 


Eternal life is the gift of God, 
the fruit of a diving operation 
upon the heart. I want to say 
it as clearly as I know how: -it 
you are not born again, you are 
dead in trespasses and sin and 
without hope and without Christ. 
The moment you hear the gospel 
that Christ died in your place 
and stead and God caused to 
strike wpoa Him your sin and my 
sin, and by hearing the Word you 
open your WMeart—that moment 
God places into that heart of! 
yours the gift of eternal life. 
Now you cannot earn eternal life. 
You cannot create eternal life. 
Eternal life does not come by any 
human efforts, or by any works’ 
of righteousness. “The wages ot 
sin is @eath; but the gift of God 


into your heart—‘“lay hojd on 
eternal life.” 


Eternal Life Is in Christ 


Now this life is in Christ, In 
the eleventh chapter of the gos- 
pel of John we have that beauti- 
ful scene at the tomb of Lazarus, 
the brother of Mary and Martha. 
Christ is standing there by the 
tomb where their brother had 
laid for four days. Corruption 
had set in. And Christ said, im 
the face of déath and corruption, 
“I am the resurrection, and the 
life; he that believeth im me, 
though he were dead, yet shall 
he live: And whosoever liveth and 
believeth in me shall never die. 
Believest thou this?” (John 11:25, 
26). 


I say to the young man or to 
the young woman who is now liv- 
ing in pleasure, in sin: the pleas- 
ure of sin will soon pass away, 
the wages of sin will be death; 
but if you willtake God at His 
word today, you shall never die. 
You say, “Well,if the Lord tarry, 
what about the death of a believ- 
er?” You shall never die, but 
that eternal soul of yours will 
depart to be with Christ, which 
is far better. 

What does it mean to believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ? God's 
Word says, ‘Faith cometh by 
hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God” ‘Rom. 10:17). Now it 
ts through the Word, and it is 
only through the Word of God 


to the most beautiful music this 
world can produce, You will 
never be saved by reading the 
finest of writings by the most re- 
ligious men this world ever pro- 
duced, You will only be saved 
by hearing or reading God’s Word. 
And the moment that you hear 
God’s Word, and believe—believ- 
ing means to trust, to repose, to 
lean upon, to take Him at His 
Word—you will be saved. 


Eternal Life Is for Those 
Who Will Take It 


But there is another side to it. 
The Godward side is a gift; the 
manward side is appropriation. 
Supposing I come to you today 
and say, “I have a gift for you.” 


I hold out my Bible and _ say, 
“Here is a gift for you.” You 
take me at my word. You reach 


out and take my Bible and ap- 
propriate it. That is it. I am 
giving it to you unconditionally. 
It is a gift and not to be bought 
with a price; neither are there 
any strings attached to it. To 
receive a gift you reach out and 
appropriate, 

God has provided the gift 


ot 


eternal life and now God says, 


"To aS many as receive it...’ 

to those who receive Him—-“to 
them gave he power to become 
the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name” (John 
1:12). And so God says, ‘Accept 
Him as your Sin-Bearer, accept 
Him as your Substitute. Two 
thousand years ago Christ took 
your sin and your death in His 
bedy on the cross. Now take 


it go. Stay upon it. Stay upon 
it even in the face of every 
knock, 


After receiving Christ as per- 
sonal Saviour, along comes to a 
young believer some ugly _ re- 
marks and some ugly knocks and 
criticism, and he wants to give up 
everything. I say to you, lay 
hold on eternal life. In the face 
of bruises, in the faces of fiery 
darts and bleeding wounds, lay 
hold on eternal life. Let other 
things go, but lay hold. 


The story is told ef a miner 
who went by ship from England 
to Australia. There he was won- 
derfully prospered. He started 
back by boat to England with 
his gold. About half-way home 
the ship struck ai tremendous 
storm and began to sink. This 
man rushed into his cabin, picked 
up his money belt in which he 
had placed all his gold, wrapped 
it around him and rushed out to 
jump into the lowered lifeboat, But 
he missed the lifeboat, and because 
of the weight of the gold, he went 
dewn, lost. He laid hold on the 
temporal thing and he lost it and 
his life. 


Listen, new-born babes in 
Christ, young men in the faith, 
consecrated men and women, 
fathers in Israel—wherever you 
are, lay hold, stay upon this one 
fact: in Christ you have eterna! 
life. And God gives that life to 
those who are now dead in tres- 
passes and sin, not by any merit, 
not by any works of righteous- 
ness; it is a gift. God is waiting 


Page Seven 


representative of the kingdom ef 
Heaven. My citizenship is there. 
And on the authority of Gods 
Word, I offer to you, through 
Christ, the gift of eternal life. 
If you reject, you will die in your 
sins and you cannot go where 
Jesus is, but will spend eternity 
separated from Jesus, who is the 
light of the world. 


Friends in radioland and in this 
great visible audience, will you 
now accept the gift of eterna! life 
in Christ Jesus? 


Let us bow our heads in prayer. 
Father and mother seated by the 
radio, son and daughter wherever 
you may be, if you are not born 
again you are utterly devoid of 
eternal life. God forbid that you 
should leave this earthly life and 
go out into a separated condi- 
tion—-forever and ever separated 
from. God who is the light of the 
world. Won’t you kneel right 
where you are, look up into the 


Father's face and say, “I now 
receive. I do believe I now 
appropriate eternal life. I am 
accepting God’s gift in Christ, 


eternal life’? 
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is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ” (Rom. 6:23). 

How did you come into this 
physical world? Did you have 
anything to do with the life that 


you now have in the realm of the. 


physical? No. You did not do 
a single, solitary thing. Like- 
wise, m the realm of the spiritual, 
the new birth, the gift of eter- 
nal life, you cannot by any effort 
from new to the end of your days, 
have one speck of eternal life. 
Eternal life is given freely. When 
it is given, it is a present posses- 
sion. For God said, “He that hath 
the Son hath life; and he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not life” 
(I John 5:12). WBWternal life of 
God hath the life of God in the 
soul, 

The Holy Spirit comes and 
breathes upon an’ audience. The 
thing that I marvel at Sunday 
after Sunday is not only the it- 
ters which come in from the vast 
radio audience, telling of conver- 
sions, but I marvel how over this 
visible audience the Holy Spirt 
breathes the breath of divine lite 
and hearts are opened and they 
receive the gift of eternal lite. 

As I said to you a moment 
ago, by nature you are separated 
from God and are dead in tres- 
passes and sin. But the moment 
that you open that heart and let 
the Christ of glory come im, you 
have. eternal life. Let me read 
God’s Word to you. “I give un- 
to them eternal life; and they 
shall never perish, neither shall 
any man pluck them out of my 
hand” (John 10:28). Again ! 
read, “He that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent 
me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemna- 
tion; but is passed from death 
unto life’ (John 5:24). God says 
that. 

Now that life may be lessened 
i its fruitfulness; it may be 
repressed by a sinful life; it may 
be held down; it may be sick; it 
may. be obscure; but I say, on 
the authority of God’s Word, that 
if you have eternal life, it 1s 
eternal, never-ending. Lay hold 
. on that which will last after the 
mountains are removed, after the 
islands are cast into the sea, after 
the sun and moon are darkened, 
and after this earth melts with 
a fervent beat. You are not liv- 
ing just for the present time, so 
—and I hope the repetition otf 
these words will burn their way 
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A book of sermons taken down word for word as preached in great revivals. 
Though not just to young people, their hard-hitting attack on sin, their pungent and 
picturesque language and their fascinating illustrations make them especially en- 
Two of the sermons, “The Scarlet Sin and the Roads That Lead 
to It,” and “All of Satan’s Apples Have Worms,” are favorites of young people 
everywhere and have been greatly blessed of God in many, many large youth rallies. 
There are twelve of Dr. Rice’s best sermons, just as he preached them in Seattle, 
Cleveland, Chicago, Dallas and other cities. 
sermons—but they probably won’t get a chance at the book until the older folks 
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Dr. Robert G, Lee: “A priceless volume that 
should become a handbook for every Christian 
who wants to be a soul winner—and I believe 
every real Christian who reads it will want 
to become a soul winner, 


“The author gets down to basic things im 
his discussion. He ts practical, specific, se 
rious, 
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TheSoul Winner 


By CHARLES HADDON SPURGEON 
(Edited by David Otis Fuller) 


Called “The Prince of Preachers,” Charles 
H. Spurgeon was, by his preaching and 
writing, one of the greatest soul-winners 
in the history of the Christian church. This 
book, The Soul Winner, is considered his 
greatest work and Dr. Fuller calls it “the 
last word on soul winning.” Certainly it is 
as great,.as applicable, and as urgently 
needed now as when it was written, Spiced 
with Spurgeon humor, punctuated by stor- 
les and illustrations, it is nevertheless fired 
with a deep and earnest passion for the 
souls of men. Though every preacher and 
Sunday School teacher should treasure it, 
we believe every Christian should have it to 
enrich his life and help him to realize that 
“he that winneth souls ig wise” 
11:30). 

151 pages, nicely 

bound, Price .... 


“He asks and answers the questions of who, how, when 
and where regarding his subject, and clearly defines the quali- 
fications of a soul winner. The attitude of the soul winner 
is wisely treated, and the instructions as to ‘how’ it is done 
is effectively presented. 

“IT consider this book a real contribution to the oe 
world.” . sith 


Dr. John W. Bradbury: “One catches the 
deep-souled purpose of Charles Haddon Spur- 
geon in this book. To read it is an enrich- 
ing experience,” 
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Dear Member: 


Again the Sword Book Club presents an outstanding book, 
one of the great classics of all time. We believe almost every 
single member will want The Soul Winner by Spurgeon. If 
you already have it, another book by the noted Bible teacher, 
G. Campbell Morgan, is the Alternate Selection—-Notes on the 
Psalms, 

Thank you for your promptness in making payments. We 
hope you will continue to cooperate fully in this, for it en- 
ables us to serve you better and ig necessary to the continued 
welfare of the Sword Book Club. 


May I remind you again that no books are to be re- 


Dr. 


man: 


V. Raymond Ed- 
“Vibrant with life 


them and shame him who is not seeking 
souls.” | 


and passion for souls. It 
would be a good selection 


at any time.” 


wr. T. Ro.iand Philips: 
“This is an excellent vol- 
ume dealing with a much 
neglected subject by one 
who was. appropriately 


Evangelist William H. 
Rice: “This is the finest 
condensation of any book 
I have ever read, The 
style and language are 
Spurgeon’s; Mr, Fuller 
has merely condensed 


order that repetition might be prevented. 
“Here is evidence that ‘he that doeth the 
will of God abideth forever.” In his own 


turned. If you return the Substitution Form, it must reach named “Ihe Prince of eloquent, humorous, clear and_ earnest 
us by April 9. Don’t neglect this, if you do not want to re- Preachers.’ Starting with i M. S t ] Wi ; 
: , ‘What is it style, r. Spurgeon not only will inspire 


ceive this month’s book, for if you do not send it and you re- 
ceive the book in the automatic shipment, you are obligated 
to keep it and pay for it. 


Other Books You May Order 


We remind you again of these excellent books which were 
recommended highly by the Sword Book Club judges, though 
they did not become monthly selections. They do not carry 
credit for free dividend books to Book Club Members, but they 
are valuable books for any Christian and may fill a particular 
need. Maybe here is just the kind of book for which you've 
been looking! 


THINGS UNSHAKABLE by Paul S. Rees. Fourteen ser- 
mons which “should prove to be a great comfort to those in 


doubt, an excellent handbook for the Christian worker. and a wet iginal work of Charles 
, ll and heart 

means of coming to know Christ as Saviour to those who at pee Fuller Haddon Spurgeon, It 

know Him not,” reported Dr. Robert G. Lee. Nearly 200 pages, is to be raised for his drove me to my knees in 


clothbound, price $1.50. 


YOUTH FOR CHRIST by Mel Larson. 
movement, told in an enthusiastic, thrilling manner, 
bound, 135 pages. Price, $1.50. 

ROSE OF SHARON by Dr Robert G. Lee. Six convicting 
and life-changing sermons by this master of pulpit oratory. 
121 pages, cloth binding. Price $1.50. 


A history of the 
Cloth- 


the question, 5 

to win souls?’ Mr. Spurgeon gives us fif- 
teen splendid chapters dealing with all 
phases of his subject. Every pastor ought 
to read and reread this book, And every 
born-again believer will find here a great 
reservoir of. spiritual blessing and instruc- 
tion, which if received and obeyed, will 
make him a a soldier of Jesus Christ.” 


Dr. Henry Hepburn: “A 
splendid book on _ soul 
winning. Of the many 
written on this vital sub- 
ject, I know of no volume 


spiendhe work in editing a mighty preach- 
er’s finest work. One reads these pages 
and finds them-.as fresh as the dew of the 
morning. There is a wealth of helpful 
suggestions for the soul winner, The book 
is shot through with Biblical truth and 
will bring rich blessing to the reader.” 


you to win souls, but will actually teach 
you how to reach the lost, The title ig 
well-chosen, 


“Any earnest Christian will enjoy and 
profit from such chapters as ‘How to Win 
Souls for Christ,’ “The Cost of Soul Win- 
ning,’ and “The Soul Winner’s Reward,’ I 
most sincerely recommend one book.” 

Dr. Hyman Appelman: Ve 
“If this book cost $150.00 
it would still be cheap at 
the price. In my semi- 
nary days, I read the or- 


agonizing supplication that the Holy Spirit 
of God might make a soul winner out of 
me. I reread this careful, exact, spiritual, 
choice condensation at one sitting, It 
brought tears to my eyes, gratitude to my 
soul, inspiration to my heart and mind, 1 
believe that this book, placed in the hands 
of every preacher, of every seminary stu- 


GOD'S IRREGULARS by William Strong. “Packed full of Dr. Bob. Jones, Jr.: dent, of every church officer, of every 
inspiration and human interest stories ... Anything but dull “These pages burn -with Sunday School teacher, of every Christian, 
and should have.a special appeal to young folks,” said Dr. evangelistic fire and con- but especially of every spiritual leader in 
Bob Jones, Jr. Beautifully clothbound, 160 pages. Price $1.75. viction; and these words America, would result in ten million souls 

AROUND THE CROSS by R. C. Campbell. Eleven ser- from the pen of a man being won to the Lord Jesus Christ within 
mons by a great Southern Baptist preacher. Says Dr. Hyman who was a teacher of the next year. There is absolutely no ex- 
J. Appelman, “The book sings, sobs, stabs, searches, staggers, preachers will instruct aggerating the vitality and value of this 
sustains.” 195 pages, clothbound, price only $1.25. the preacher who reads volume.” 


DRIFTWOOD by Mervin E. Rosell. Dr. T. Roland Philips 
describes it as “A book of nearly three hundred illustrations 
and quotable sayings which should greatly help those who 
teach the Bible or preach .. A very helpful topical index 

. A very wide range of subjects.” Dr V R Edman says, 


April Alternate: NOTES from the PSALMS 


CAMPBELL MORGA 
, Pages, Price $3.00 


For those who have 
THE SOUL WIN- 
NER already in 
their library, we of- 
fer an excellent Bi- # 


some of the chapters in . 


“One of the finest books of illustrations and pointed epigrams 
that I have ever seen” Beautiful white cloth binding, attrac- 
tive jacket. 91 pages, price $1.50. 


All these books are-highly recommended, and you may 
order them from the Sword Book Club, Dept. B. 


I know this new book, The Soul Winner, will be a great 
blessing to all who read it. May God use it to make every 
one of you better soul winners for Him! 


In the Saviour’s name, yours. 
JOHN R. RICE c 
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For ae Book Club al Only 


If. this substitution form is returned 


it must be received by us before .. APRIL 9g 


The Soul Winner by Charles H. tisiureicte ($1.50) will be 
sent to you as the next monthly selection unless this Substitu- 
tion Blank is-received before the date shown above, 


Seeee ee Cease ses BQeeseeoevwoasePsoeoocveseenseaseasvn eee eeeneseed ee eeee 


Sword Book Club, 214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 
Gentlemen: 


Instead of sending me The Soul Winner by Spurgeon, 


Dr. John W. Bradbury: 
“In each Psalm a central 
truth abides and Doctor 
Morgan brings it brilliantly 
to the reader. Precious as 
are the Psalms to Chris- 
tians, they become more so 
as We read this book. It is a 
great ministry to help others 
to comprehend God’s Word 
and Doctor Morgan can well 
be counted among the 
great.” 


Dr. T. Roland Philips: “A 
book up to Doctor Morgan’s 
high standard containing an 
analysis of the Psalms as a 
whole and an _ expositional 
note on each individual 
Psalm. This book will be 
exceedingly helpful as a de- 
votional commentary on this 
greatly loved portion of the 
Word of God, and will find 
a ready sale among those 
who are looking for help in 
private or family devotions.” 


ble study book by 
the noted Christian 
scholar. Remember 
that you get credit 3 
with this book to- «3 


of their being pre-eminently 
worshipful. 

“Each psalm is analyzed 
individually, with its com- crea tun teams eee 
plete text preceding the an- dend book you get 
alysis, with every fourth 

“A wonderful handbook eek you buy, as 

well as with the 
for any student to possess. main selection. Read 
Doctor Morgan is known the _ the reports of your § 
world over as a great Bible 


SBC judges at left. 
expositor, and _ this 
book is no exception.” 


Dr, Henry Hepburn: “One 
finds in Doctor Morgan’s 
book a unique presentation 
of the five books found in 
the Psalms. The volume re- 


veals the author at his best. 


standing and wonder 


Rsalms.” 


latest < — 
The 
five divisions are preceded by a 
chart giving a tentral theme, and 
thus the reader is aided in under- 
of the 


NEW MEMBERS: You may order THE SOUL WINNER for 
) $1. 50 and with it receive a free book! Fill in agreement below 
and mail. 


Please enroll me as a member of the Sword Book Club, and send me 


as my first selection 


(Fill in name of book you want—the April selection, THE SOUL WINNER 


[] 1. Send me the Alternate Selection, Notes on the Psalms or the alternate.) 
by G. Campbell Morgan. 4“ Svangeles Wm: Hi. Bice: for which I enclose $ | 
The psalms have been ere: le oa Sa 
grouped into five books and Please send me as my free premium book for joining: (check one) 4 
ee A RE BEF Rpm tate l BND ig MUP PRR rk glia aE a fi here Doctor Morgan points () PRAYER—Asking and Receiving [) THE OLD-TIME RELIGION— 
(Write name of other book for substitution), out the highlights of each —Rice. Hankins. 

[] 3. Do not send me a book this month. psalm individually and then [] THE HOME: Courtship, Mar- [] The Theory of Evolution and the 
shows the relation of the riage and Children—Rice. Facts of Science—Rimmer. 
cope to the entire sroup. Each full year I am a member I agree to purchase at least four 

el: ge eh nk Oia ben) cae oe é writer’s comments, nur- monthly book selections. I understand I am to receive a FREE premium 


a Check here if this 
Address ... is a new address, 


If new, give your 


old address also. 


City eeesees wee eeees ee. eae Eee. Pa ée . 


BE SURE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS AND THE TITLE 
OF ANY BOOK YOU WANT ARE GIVEN 


tured with a wide knowledge 
ofethe Scriptures and deep 
spiritual insight, make this 
a valuable book for daily 
devotional reading or study 
in preparation for sermons 
on the, Psalms.” 


Dr. Robert G. Lee: “Here 


book now and will receive FREE the current book dividend for every four 
such monthly purchases. My membership may be cancelled at any time 
after four such purchases. I understand that if I do not want any 
particular monthly selection, | may send in the Substitution Blank or- 
dering the alternate or no book at all for that month; and that if I do 
NOT send in the Substitution Blank, the book will come to me automat- 
ically and I will pay for it promptly. 


Signed SN-4 


i Ses ee’ 


is a book about the Psalms, J : Street Address — 
written from the viewpoint 4 
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